
A C T S  2 : 3 8  E X P L A I N E D .  

Beginning in Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all Israel be                     

assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you                  

crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”  

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart 

and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, 

what shall we do?” (They heard they had killed the Lord, 

they were pierced with the Word, God’s sword that             

divides heard and penetrates, (Hebrews 4:12) and had 

remorse.  

Some who are pierced and are emotionally cut, choose 

to turn from, not towards the truth, when the Jews 

heard the Word, that they had killed Jesus in (Acts 7:51-

54), they were pricked to the heart also and yet choose 

to instead killed the messenger, Stephan, who became 

the first martyr.)  38 Peter replied, “Repent and be                  

baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins.  

And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 40 With 

many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with 

them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt genera-

tion.” (Peter did not say, pray the sinners prayer, accept 

Jesus into your heart, see a miracle, etc. The newly                   

inspired Apostle, by the Holy Spirit...  PT 1 
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In (Acts 1:4; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:1-5) said turn from your 

wicked life, save yourself (also in Phil 2:12) and be bap-

tized “for” Greek word eis meaning same word “for” 

the remission or forgiveness of sins.  

Why baptism? Baptism is a reflection of what Christ did, 

His death, burial, and Resurrection, (Rom 6). When we 

are baptized, as Christ died in the body we die to sin, 

through His sacrifice, (Rom 6:6-7). We are buried with 

Him, in water (1 Peter 3:20-21) which washed away our 

sins (Acts 22:16).  

This makes us alive with Christ, in repentance, (Rom 

6:12-13), to live a new life, (Rom 6:4). This is the washing 

of water for sanctification, (1 Cor 6:11), which causes 

regeneration and rebirth through the Holy Spirit. This 

salvation is not deserved of merit in our works, but of 

grace (Titus 3:5-6).  

Yet grace that is saving is shown in our faith, (Eph 2:8-9) 

and our faith that counts before the Lord, is shown in 

how we respond to God’s will (James 2:14-26). So it 

makes sense, that in Baptism we are to be born again of 

water and spirit (John 3:5). This new life and spiritual 

birth, is the “gift of the Spirit,” (Acts 2:38) mentions. 

When... we are baptized, we are saved, thus we have the 

Spirit’s seal of salvation, (Eph1:13).  Are you saved? PT2 
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